
Clipping is one of those activities that a horse owner carries 
out regularly, learning from experience just as their horses do. 
For human and animal, the first few clips can seem rather 
daunting, but after they get acquainted with the practice it 
becomes far more comfortable.

If the thought of clipping fills you with unease, you might 
be able to take solace depending on the type of horses you 
have. Younger, less experienced horses won’t need extensive 
clipping, so even if they’re nervous, they can be clipped in a 
relatively short space of time. 

Competition horses, or those in heavy work, will need a full 
body clip or close to it, but it’s quite likely that they’ll be very 
relaxed about clipping already.

Even the most experienced horses, though, could be 
apprehensive about clipping in some of the body’s more 
sensitive areas. Their skin tends to be at its thinnest around 
the elbows and flank, so you will need to take extra care when 
clipping these parts. The ears are also rather sensitive and, 
when clipping the inside and bottom of the horse’s ears, the 
palm of your hand should be wrapped around the bottom 
of the ear so that you have a firm grip (so long as you’re not 
gripping with excessive tightness).

Here is an infographic from Clippers Ireland which provides 
some useful pointers for horse owners on clipping, talking 
you through the process and highlighting the areas which 
require the closest attention.










